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ACTION REPORT OF BRUNEI BAY, BORNEQ, OPERATION (10 - 17 June 1945)

LIST OF DIRECT
CANF SWPA (Commander Allied Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific Area)
Operation Plans Nos, 8«45 and 10-45.

ComSEVENTHPhibFor (Commander SEVENTH Anph.ibioﬁa Force) Operation Plan
NO. 11-45.

ComPhibGrpSIX (Commander Amphibious Group SIX) Movement and Approach
Order No, A605‘1+50

ComPhibGrpSIX (Commander Amphibious Group SIX) Attack Order No, A606=45,
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GENERAL NARRATIVE

A. SUMMARY.

I

4.

On 4 June 1945 at 14,00, the BRUNEI Attack Group under the command of
Rear Admiral Forrest B. ROYAL in his flagship, U.S.S. ROCKY MOUNT,
departed MOROTAI for the objective area. The mission of this Attack
Group was to transport, protect, land, firmly establish on shore the
9th Australian Division in the BRUNEI BAY Area and support it in
subsequent operations in order to secure BRUNEI BAY for use as an
advanced fleet base and to protect resources in the area. The assault
troops were the veteran 9th Australian Division and such supporting
elements, equipment and supplies as would be needed immediately on
ZEBRA Day. The assault echelon contained 85 ships with an additional
screening force of 6 DDs, 3 DEs, 2 PCs and 4 SCs. A second echelon
consisting mainly of ISTs and LCIs plus escorts departed MOROTAI on

5 June and arrived at BRUNEI BAY on 11 June. Other units including
ICMs and ICTs sailed from TARAKAN via TAWI TAWI and also arrived on
11 June., One MTBRon with its tender from MINDORO joined the main
assault echelon at sea on 9 June.

The BRUNZI Attack Group, enjoying fair weather, sailed without in-
cident through the CELEBES and SULU SEAS, and overcame the navigational
difficulties presented by BASILAN and BALABAC STRAITS without mishap.
Although air protection was provided, and dawn and dusk alerts main-
tained, no enemy planes appeared enroute and no submarine contacts
were reported by the screening vessels,

On 9 June (ZEBRA minus One), off the northwest coast of BORNEO, the
convoy was joined by U.S.S. BOISE (CL-47), carrying General of the
Army Douglas MacARTHUR, CinCSWPA, to observe the landings at BRUNEI
BAY. BOISE was escorted by the KILLEN (DD-593) and A. V. GRANT (DD-649).

(a) The Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group which had departed MOROTAI
on 2 June arrived off BRUNEI BAY in the early morning of 7 June.
This unit began operations under the protection of the (ruiser
Covering Force and Fire Support Group commanded by Rear Admiral
BERKEY which departed SUBIC BAY on 5 June and arrived at Point
KAREN, near BRUNEI BAY Area, at dawn on the 7th. This force,

TG 74.3, consisted of NASHVILLE, PHOENIX, HOBART, CONNER, CHARRETTE,
BELL, BURNS, and ARUNTA. On 7 June the minesweepers under the
command of Lt. Comdr., FONICK, Commander Mine Division 34, began
sweeping operations and swept 34 contact mines on a north-south
line at the main (southwestern) entrance to BRUNEI BAY in Area
PICCOLO. Areas CORNET, TRUMPET, BASSOON and FLUTE were swept with
negative results. Preliminary hydrographic survey work by HMAS
LACHLAN, commanded by Lt. Comdr. TANCRED, RAN, indicated that
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British Admiralty charts were accurate for the area. All scheduled
operations were completed without enemy interference. Several large
smoke columns in the vicinity of BRUNEI town indicated that the
enemy had begun the destruction of installations in that area.

On 8 June minesweeping operations continued on schedule and 34 {
contact mines were swept in Area PICCOLO making a total of 68 mines |,
swept through the second day of operations. During the afternoon

of 8 June, SALUTE (AM-294) struck a mine which resulted in serious
damage. Casualties were reported as 6 enlisted men killed, 3 en-
listed men missing in action, and 37 wounded. She subsequently

sank at 2300 the same day in position 05-08.5 N, 115-05 E, the

spot being marked with an obstruction buoy. Reconnaissance of

BROWN Beach, LABUAN ISLAND, was carried out by Underwater Demolition
Team No. 11, Swimmers closed to the high water mark along the en-
tire beach, and found a firm sandy bottom. A thorough search re-
vealed no underwater obstacles or mines, and there was little sign
of recent activity alonzg the beach. Light enemy opposition on

shore inflicted no casualties. Flanes of a scheduled bombing strike
which failed to check in with Advance Commander Support Air in the
NASHVILLE dropped their bombs in the water off BROWN Beach while

the swimmers were approaching the beach and inflicted casualties

to the extent of 1 missing and 3 wounded. Buoys number 6 to 16,
inclusive, were placed in position, and the original beacon on the
outer shoal was found still in position.

Reconnaissance of GREEN Beach by SEVENTHPhibFor Amphibious Scout
Team and Australian Survey personnel from HMAS LACHLAN revealed a
sandy bottom with a gradual gradient. No obstructions or mines
were found and the beach was marked with small white flags on
either flank.

On the same day, the Fire Support Group gave the various landing
beach areas a thorough bombardment. PHOENIX and CONNER plus gun-
boats gave BROIN Beach good coverage and exploded a large ammunition
dump. HOBART, CHARRETTE, and BURNS covered the .HITE Beach area
destroying several suspected gun emplacements and other targets.
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(a) On 9 June, Areas TROMBONE, XYLOPHONE, DRUM, HARP, HORN, and
PICCOLO in BRUNEI BAY were swept with negative results. 1 mine
was swept at the southern boundary of Area PICCOLO during a
check-sweep making a total of 69 mines swept through the 3rd day
of operations. SCUFFLE (AM-298) reported that the explosicn of
mines in gear streamed to 60-foot depth might indicate that an
anti-sweep feature was used by the enemy to blow the mines when
they were caught by the sweeping gear. A reconnaissance of WHITE
Beach, MUARA ISLAND, by HMAS LACHLAN, revealed a hard sandy bottom
with no obstructions or mines. Buoys 17, 18 and 19 were laid as
hydrographic boats made a complete circuit of MUARA ISLAND unmo-
lested. Soundings agreed with the charts. BROOKETON wharves were
found in good condition and the South Channel was considered suit-
able for ISTs with careful handling. It was discovered generally
over the BRUNEI BAY area that high tide appeared as much as 90
minutes later than anticipated.

BROWN, GREEN, and WHITE Beach Areas were again well covered by
naval gunfire and a suspected gun emplacement on PAPPAN ISLAND
was thoroughly saturated. Heavy air strikes on LABUAN ISLAND and
BRUNEI BLUFF drew light inaccurate ack ack. LCI(G) 23 ran hard
aground south of MUARA ISLAND., Commander of WHITE Support Unit
assisted by PIs stood by until she could get off at high tide.

4 PTs arrived in BRUNEI BAY at 1500 and commenced patrolling the
objective area. 2 boats strafed SIPITANG town the night of the
9th with no return fire. The other 2 boats patrolled with no
enemy contacts to MANGAIONG RIVER.

On 9 June it was learned that the Japanese heavy cruiser, ASHIGARA,
had been sunk at 1242/I, 8 June, by the British submarine, TREN-
CHANT, in position 01-59 S, 104-57 E. This removed almost beyond
peradventure the possibility of a surprise sortie by enemy fleet
units against our forces at BRUNEI BAY.

On ZEBRA Day (10 June), the BRUNEI Attack Group sailed into BRUNEI
BAY in the early morning hours under the protecting guns of the

Fire Support Group. At Point LAMB, inside the Bay, the assault
units broke off and proceeded to the respective Transport Areas to
deploy in accordance with directives of the Assault Unit Commanders.

After the BROWN Assault Unit had taken up its position off LABUAN
ISLAND, it was attacked by an enemy plane at 0650, This plane,
identified as a twin-engine Nick, dropped one bomb near the Trans-
port Area without damage to shipping. The plane was at abaut 500
ft. altitude, was fired upon, but managed to get away.

P
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(¢) The bombardment of BROWN Beach began at 0805 by the large fleet
units of Fire Support Unit ONE, being joined at 0810 by the small
support craft with rockets and guns of smaller calibre. Fire
Support Unit TWO under CTG 74.3 began the bombardment of WHITE and
GREEN Beaches at 0813 and 0815, respectively. Fire at all three
points was so heavy and accurate that enemy troops retreated from
the landing areas, enabling landings at all three beaches to be
made unopposed. The hulk of a Maru in VICTORIA HARBOR was hit re-
peatedly by close support craft to insure that there were no opera-
tional guns aboard to fire on our landing craft. (An inspection
tour of the BROUN Beach Area on the afternoon of Z&BRA Day by Chief
of Staff and party revealed that naval and aerial bombardment had
covered the area with mathematical precision.)

At 0915, the first waves in LCVPs and LVIs landed simultaneously
at BRO.WN, GREEN, and WHITE Beaches, on schedule. These three
separate landings, at different points as far apart as 18 miles,
were carried out with precision and dispatch. The beaches were
quickly secured and all assault waves were landed by 1003, with
the remaining waves on call. Fire support from naval craft was
reported to be most effective as was that of the close support
craft near shore. B-248, although somewhat delayed in arriving,
carried out attacks on areas in rear of the beaches with good
results,

After the BROVWN Beach Area was secured at 1100/I, General of the
Army MacARTHUR went ashore from U.S.S. BOISE, accompanied by Lt.
Gen. MORSHEAD, GOC I Australian Corps, Rear Admiral ROYAL, Air Vice
Marshal BOSTOCK, General KENNEY, and others, for an inspection tour
of LABUAN ISLAND.

The LSks began unloading on BROWN Beach before 1200 and the LSTs
at approximately 1500.

VICTORIA town on LABUAN ISLAND was found deserted and almost com~
pletely destroyed. Australian Infantry and Tanks moved inland
from BRO'N Beach against little opposition and by 1129 the 24th
Brigade was within sight of LABUAN airfield. From this point on
the opposition increased. MUARA ISLAND was completely reconnoi-
tered without locating any enemy. At GREEN Beach by nightfall the
Australians had captured BROOKETON and had advanced 3,000 yards
toward BRUNEI town. At 1724 troops were landed on HAMILTON PEN-
INSULA, LABUAN ISLAND, and at 1830 Major General WOOTTEN, GOC 9th
Australian Division assumed command ashore.

10
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(h) During minesweeping on ZEBRA Day, 3 mines were swept in Area BANJO,
making a total of 72 mines swept to date.

Before nightfall of ZEBRA Day the transports and cruisers moved out to
the middle of BRUNEI BAY to anchor in Transport Area TARE as a precau-
tion against enemy planes and suicide craft. Support craft and ships
of the screen (TU 78.1.2) formed two concentric screening circles
around the anchorage area as anti-aircraft, anti-submarine, and anti-
boat protection.

(2) On 11 June a YMS Unit in Area BANJO, off LABUAN ISLAND, swept 25
contact mines making a total of 97 mines swept since the beginning
of the operation. There were 9 gear casualties from uncharted
pinnacles. Areas TENOR, CELLO, THIMES, and VIOLIN were swept with
negative results,

During the morning, General of the Army MacARTHUR, Lt. Gen. MORSHEAD,
Rear Admiral ROYAL, and Maj. Gen. WOOTTEN inspected BROOKETON area
including GREEN and WHITE Beaches.

During the day, troops of the 24th Brigade advanced 3500 yards
north of LABUAN airstrip encountering opposition to the west and
northwest. In the GREEN Beach area troops advanced 7400 yards
southwest on the BRUNEI Road and those on HAMILTON PENINSULA went
forward 800 yards, MUARA ISLAND was reported secured. A total of
30 Australian casualties were reported to date in all sections,

B-24s and Beaufighters continued to bomb and strafe in the various
areas as directed by Commander Support Air in ROCKY MOUNT.

During the night of 10/11 June, PTs strafed TUTONG, SERIA, KUALA
BELAIT, LUTONG, and MIRI., Damage was inflicted without drawing
any enemy fire. The Japs were observed to be setting fire to oil
wells and tanks in the SERIA area. PT patrols within BRUNEI BAY
were negative, and were discontinued after this day's work.

During the day the LSIs and the one AKA were unloaded and departed.
LST unloading progressed rather slowly owing to slow handling ashore.

An SRD party reported that 50 Japs armed with machine guns and
rifles landed at MENUMBOK.
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(h) General of the Army MacARTHUR, in company with Rear Admirals ROYAL
and BERKEY, Lt. General KORSHEAD, and other senior officers, in-
spected the MUARA-BRUNEI BLUFF-BROOKETON Area. Upon his departure
from the BRUNEI BAY Area on the same day in the U.S.S. BOISE,
General of the Army MacARTHUR sent the following message: "FOR
GENERAL MORSHEAD X ADMIRAL ROYAL X ADMIRAL BERKEY AND VICE MARSHAL
BOSTOCK X THE EXECUTION OF THE BRUNEI BAY OPERATICN HAS BEEN
FLAVIESS X PLEASE ACCEPT FOR YOURSELF AND CONVEY TO YOUR OFFICERS
AND MEN THE FRIDw AND GRATIFICATION I FEEL IN SUCH A SPLENDID
PERFORMANCE X SIGNED MACARTHURM.

On 12 June, 5 additional mines were swept in Area BANJU, bringing
the total to 102, Other areas in BRUNEI BAY were swept with nega-
tive results,

HOBART and METCALF effectively bombarded towns on the southern
tip of KLIAS PENINSULA.

Air strikes were staged on target areas in the objective area as
well as BEAUFORT, VWESTON, and KENINGAU, Good support was furnished
to ground troops.

The Australian lines on LABUAN remained virtually unchanged. How-
ever, good advances were made toward BRUNEI town resulting in the
capture of BRUNEI airstrip. HAMILTON PENINSULA was campletely
secured. Australian casualties to date totaled 15 killed and 49
wounded.

General unloading of shipping was proceeding at a satisfactory rate.

There were indications that the enemy might be staging an evacua-
tion of JESSELTON where some small ship activity was reported.

On the night of 11/12 June, PTs again strafed MIRI and TUTONG
starting fires. Boats received return machine gun and rifle fire
from MIRI without damage to the craft.

On 13 June, in minesweeping operations of LIRI-LUTONG-BaARAM POINT
Area, Alls swept 31 contact mines on first sweep, losing 5 sets of
gear from mine explosions. An additional 61 mines were swept later
this same day making a total of 92 for the day. Additional sweeping
gear was requested by Commander Minesweeping Unit because of the
heavy loss of pear to mine explosions since the beginning of opera-
tions on 7 June. .hile sweeping, the Als were fired upon by 3" 3zuns
ashore. About 25 rounds were fired, all falling short. The battery
ceased fire when DDs headed in toward the shore. They were unable
to close within range due to floating mines.

12
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METCALF bombarded caves and gun positions in hills on northern end
of LABJAN, The caves appeared unused and the gun positions
unoccupied.

The 20th Brigade captured BRUNEI Town, and made further advances
on LABUAN ISLAND occupying the road west of TIMBALAI airfield and
also advancing two-thirds of the way up the east coast.

Mitchells and Lightnings rendered support to ground troops. One
Dinah approached our aircraft which were strafing MIRI airstrip,

but retired when fired upon. One Nick was shot down over BRUNEI BAY
at 1934/I by night fighters capably vectored by fighter director
team in SPENCER (CGC-36).

The night of 13/14 June, PTs strafed CAPE LOBANG and MIRI. They
reported receiving either 75mm or 90mm return fire from vicinity of
PUJUT,

On 14 June, minesweepers off MIRI cut 29 contact mines on first
sweep. A total of 72 mines were swept this day, giving 164 to date
in this area. SCRIMMAGE lost all gear and SCOUT and QENTRY were
able to sweep with starboard gear only. YMS vessels had such
difficulty in cutting mine moorings that they planned to use explo-
sive cutters. lMlines caught in YMS gear slowed ships almost to a
stop. Mines appeared deeply set and thickly planted. AMs drew
fire from beach on first pass, but the remainder of day was quiet.

24th Brigade advanced to northern tip of LABUAN, and advanced down
BRUNEI-TUTONG Road with little opposition,

All assault shipping was unloaded as of this date. However, the
Reserve Unit was not yet committed.

At 2055 all ships went to General Quarters as enemy aircraft were
reported. 2 bombs were dropped on LABUAN ISLAND at 2103 and 1

bomb fell in anchorage area without damage to shipping. At 2230,

3 enemy planes approached from the east. AA fire from ships shot
down one plane, primary credit going to LSMs on beach. Army, search-
light control was excellent.

On the night of 14/15 June, PTs worked south to NIAH RIVER and
north to USUKAN BAY. Both patrols were negative.
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(a) On 15 June minesweeping continued off MIRI-LUTONG area. Mines
swept in that area to date total 246 mines. Minefield appears
to be a continuous line extending from shoal water west of BARAM
POINT in a southeasterly direction, following curve of shore line
approximately 9 miles off shore. Heavy loss of sweeping gear
necessitated recalling AMs to BRUNEI BAY. 9 YMSs continued to
sweep. Channel east of LABUAN was swept for 5 days with negative
results and is considered safe for navigation.

Troops reached KILANIS settlement on BRUNEI-TUTONG Road without
enemy contact., On LABUAN, the enemy pocket 1,000 yards west of
LABUAN airstrip continued to resist.

McCALLA and PHILIP bombarded targets in MIRI-LUTONG area. Hits
were scored on suspected gun emplacements and targets of opportun-
ity. No return fire was observed.

On 16 June, 92 additional mines were swept in the MIRI-LUTONG area
making a total of 338 swept to date. Many sets of YMS gear fouled
with mines are in the area, but it was considered inadvisable to
attempt recovery at this time since such efforts would interfere
with sweeping. Progress in sweeping continued slow due to numerous
losses of gear and the heavy chain moorings by which the mines are
anchored.

Mopping-up activity continued on LABUAN, and troops advanced to a
point halfway to TUTONG along the BRUNEI-TUTONG road.

Liberty ship, HELENA MODJESKA, ran aground in VICTORIA HARBOR at
0840, but was pulled off by PINTO (ATF-90) at O947.

WESTON was reported to be evacuated by the enemy, and 2/32nd
Battalion is scheduled to land there on 17 June.

Captain H. B, HUDSON, USN, was to assume status of administrative
SOPA and 7thPhibForRep upon departure of CTG 78.1 on 17 June and
exercise operational and administrative control of naval forces,
SEVENTH Fleet, present less Task Force 7lL.

As of 1800/16 Australian casualties in all sectors were 4O killed
and 100/120 wounded. Enemy casualties on LABUAN ISLAND as of
1800/16th were as follows: 205 counted dead; 29 estimated dead;
20 wounded; and 5 PON. Enemy casualties in BRUNEI area as of
1800/15 were as follows: 70 counted dead; 20 estimated dead; and
6 POW,

14
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(g) On 16 June Lieut. General MORSHEAD, GOC, I Australian Corps, who
had returned to MOROTAI, sent the following message: "FOR REAR
ADMIRAL ROYAL X ON THE EVE OF YOUR DEPARTURE I wISH TO EXPRESS
ADMIRATION AND APPRECIATION OF THE THOROUGH EFFICIENT GALLANT AND
SUCCESSFUL MANNER IN WHICH THE NAVAL FORCE UNDER YOUR COMMAND CAR-
RIED OUT ITS VITAL ROLE IN BOTH OF THE BORNEO OPERATIONS X THANK
YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELF AND COOPERATION X OUR BEST WISHES FOR FURTHER
SUCCESSES AND GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALWAYS™.

At 0930, 17 June, WESTON was captured by an Attack Unit under Commander
W. E. VERGE, USN, ComLSMFlotilla 7, carrying the 2/32nd Australian
Battalion of the 24th Brigade. Minesweeping in MIRI-LUTONG Area was
continued this date. CTG 78.1 (Rear Admiral ROYAL) departed at 1800
in the U.S.S. ROCKY MOUNT (AGC-3). Captain H. B. HUDSON, USN, assumed
the duties of Senior Officer Present Afloat, Administrative, and
SEVENTH Amphibious Force Representative.

B, COMPOSITION OF BRUNEI, BORNEO, ATTACK GROUP (TG 78,1).

e 78l BRUNEI Attack Group, Rear Admiral ROYAL
ROCKY MOUNT (Flagship), Captain HARDESTY

25 57453 Cruiser Covering Group, Rear Admiral BERKEY

74.3.1 Fire Support Unit ONE

BOISE, HOBART, PHOENIX (BROWN Beach)
KILLEK, A.W. GRANT

74.3.2 Fire Support Unit TWO

NASHVILLE
ARUNTA, CONNER

7he3+3 Fire Support Unit THREE

CHARRETTE, BeLL, BURNS (WHITE Beach)

Motor Torpedo Boat Group, Captain BO.JLING

Forces Assigned

70.1.7 Motor Torpedo Boat Unit

WILLOUGHBY
MTB Ron 13

o
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78.1.1 Traasport and Landing Craft Unit, Captain HUDSON
78.1.11 Transport Unit, Captain COUSIN
MANOORA (F), WESTRALIA, KANIMBLA

TITANIA
CARTER HALL

Transport Division 103, Commander PARSONS
LLOYD, KEPHART, DIACHENKO, NEWMAN, LIDDIE
LST Unit, Captain HUDSON

LST Flotilla 24, Captain HUDSON

LST 640 (FF), 560, 591, 595, 619 (H), 638,
696, 806, 912 (H), 936, 937, 941, 92

LST Flotilla 15, Captain MANEES

LST 574 (FF), 573, 709, 751, 922, 626,
1025 (H), 1027

From IST Flotilla 22

LST 584, 585, 590, 637, 1035
LST Flotilla 8, Captain WATTS

LST 614 (FF), 562, 742, 667 (H), 697, 613 (H),
h3, 993

78.1,13 LCI Unit, Captain MARTIN
LCI 546 (FF)

LCI 744 (GF), 745, 746, Th9, SLk4, 577, 661,
662, 753, 955, 958, 960 (GF), 1019, 1060,
636 (GF), 701, 702, 703, 713, 1074, 1075

78.1,14 LSM Unit, Commander VERGE

LSM Flotilla 7, Commander VERGE

ISM 54 (FF), 50, 51, 52, 53, 63, 64, 65, 67,
68, 128, 133, 138, 139, 168,(GF), 203,
219, 225, 237, 269.

S oy
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78.1.15 LCT Unit, Lieutenant DeMOSS

ICT 1310, 1312, 1314, 1317 (GF), 1319, 1331

78.1.16 BROWN Assault Unit, Captain HUDSON

LST 640 (FF)(P), 560 (P), 591 (P), 595 (P), 17 LST
619 (H)(P), 696 (#)(P), 709 (#)(F), 638 (B),
941 (B), 806, 912 (H), 936, 937, 585, 942,
637, 1025 (H)

MANOORA, WESTRALIA

CARTER HALL

TITANIA

LSM 128, 50, 51, 52, 53, 63, 64, 65
LCI 744 (GF), 745, 746, 749, 955

78.1.17 GREEN Assault Unit, Captain MANEES

SPENCER (F)
KANTMBLA

% LST 574 (FF)(#)
* LSM 237

(%)-LSk 237 lands at GRZEN or RED Beach as
directed by CTU 78.1.17
78.1.18 WHITE Assault Unit, Captain MANEES

SPENCER (F)
% LST 574 (#)

LST 751 (GF), 667 (#)(H), 584, 922 (B)

LLOYD (F), NEWMAN, LIDDLE, KEPHART, DIACHENKO
LCI 636 (GF), 701, 702, 703

LS 168 (GF), 203, 219, 225, 138, 67, 68

(B) - Pontoon Barges (#) - 6 Davit

(H) - Hospital Ship (#) - Takes station as
directed by
CTU 78.1.17.
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78.1.19 Reinforcement Unit, Captain WATTS

LST 626, 613, 697 (#), 742, Th3, 993, 590,
1027, 1035, 614 (FF)

ICI 220 (GF), 1019, 1060, 753, 54k, 577, 661,
2

78.1.,20 Reserve Unit, Commander VERGE
LST 573 (#), 562 (#)
LSM 269, 133, 139, 54 (FF)
LCI 713, 958, 1074, 1075
5. 78.1.2 Screen, Captain SMITH
WALLER (FD), SAUFLEY, PHILIP (FD),
ROBINSON (SF), BANCROFT (DF)(FD),
BAILEY (DF)(FD), EDWARDS, CALDWELL,
FRAZIER (SF), McCALLA

DOUGLAS A. KUNRO (DF), CHARIES E. BRANNON,
ALBERT T. HARRIS, DUFILHO, JOBB, DAY

HMAS HANKESBURY, HMAS BARCOO

78.1.21 Destroyer Unit, Captain SMITH
WALLER (FD), SAUFLEY, PHILIP (FD), ROBINSON
(SF), BANCROFT (DF)(FD), EDWARDS, McCALLA,
CALDWELL, BAILEY (DF)(FD), FRAZIER (SF)

78.1.22 Destroyer BEscort Unit,

DOUGLAS A. MUNRO (DF), CHARLES E. BRANNON,
ALBERT T. HARRIS, DUFILHO, JOBB, DAY

78.1.23 Frigate Unit, Lt. Comdr. WESTON, RANR

HMAS HAWKESBURY, HMAS BARCOO
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78.1.3 Support Unit, Captain ARISON

LCI(L) 778 (F)

78.1.31 LCS Unit, Captain ARISON
LCS(L) 42, 45, L6, 47, 58, 59, 60

78.1.32 LCI(G) Unit, Lt. Comdr. HOLMES
ICI(G) 69 (GF), 23, 6L, 65, 68, 70
LCI(R) Unit, Lt. Comdr. SARGENT
LCI(R) 71 (GF), 31, 34, 72, 74, 338

78.1.34 LCI(M) Unit, Lieut.(jz) PETERSON
LCI(M) 359, 362 (F), 431

78.1.35 Demolition Unit, Lieutenant BURNS

KLINE (AFD 120) - UDT#11
LCI(D) 29 (F), 228

NCDU 20, NCDU 2 (F), NCDU 24, NCDU 3
(Lt. KAIKE)

78.1.36 BRO.A Support Unit, Lt. Comdr. HOLMES

LCS(L) 58, 59, 60
LSI(S) 1000, 1071
LCI(R) 31, 34
LCI(G) 69 (F), 70
LCI(M) 359, 362
LCI(D) 29

NCDU 20, HCDU 24

Les(L)
L3I(S)
LCI(R)
LCI(G)
LCI(M)
LCI(D)
NCDU

MDD DWW

78.1.,37 GREEN Support Unit, Captain ARISON

LCI(L) 778 (F) BOTOL)
LCS(L) 42, 47 LCS(L)
LCI(G) 65, 68 2 LCI(G)
LeI(R) 74, 338 2 LCI(R)
ICI(S) 961 LCI(8)

13
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78.1.38 JHITE Support Unit, Lt. Comdr. SARGENT

LCS(L) 45, 46 LCS(L)
LCI(S) 985 LCI(S)
LCI(G) 23, 64 LCI(G)
ICI(R) 71 (GF), 72 LCI(R)
LCI(M) 431 LCI(M)
1CI(D) 228 LCI(D)
NCDU 2, NCDU 3 2 NCDU

7. 78.1.4 Landing Craft Control Unit, Lieutenant GOODRICH

PC 1120, 1122
SC 698, 732, 741, 750

78.1.4) Control Unit BROJN, Lieutenant DEVANEY

PC 1120
SC 698, 732

78.1.42 Control Unit GREEN¥, Captain ARISON

SC 750, 741

78.1.43 Control Unit WHITE¥, Captain MARTIN

PC 1122
*LCI(L) 546

(%) - For assault only.

g8, 78.1.5 Minesweeping Unit, Lt. Comdr. FONICK

@Ril%ﬁ
SENTRY (F), SALUTE, SCOUT, SCAIIAGE, SCUFFLS

YKS Unit

COFER (F) 1

LSM 1 (tender) 1l

YRSRASEICTEB0 RGN 68 URAR 3131 R 1) 25 P Ra Ot Sl
363, 365

4 LCVPs 4

2 MLs 2
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78.1.50 YMS Unit
1 APD
12 YuSs
4 LCVPs
2 MLs
78.1.51 Sweep Unit ONE, Lt. Condr., FONICK
5 AlSs
7841452 Sweep Unit TWO
L4 YMSs as assigned

78.1.53 Sweep Unit THHEE

4 YNSs as assigned

78,1654 Sweep Unit FOUR

L YMSs as assigned

78.1.55 Sweep Unit FIVE

1 APD
L LCVPs
2 MLs

9. 78.1.6 Hydrographic survey Unit, Lt. Comdr. TANCREU, RAN

HL.AS LACHLAN
SATINLE AF
YAis 160

10. 78.1.7 Salvage and Service Unit

78.1.71 Salvage Unit

PINTO (F)
ATR 61

78.1.72 Fire Fighting Unit

LCI(S) 961, 985, 1000, 1071

» 45 «
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78.1.73 Service Unit
VWINOOSKI
ACHILLES
LST 473

78.1L.7L Press Unit
PCE(R) 849
LCI(L) 635
FP L7

Beachmaster Unit, Lt. Comdr. McKAUGE, RANVR

78.1.81 BROWN Beach Farty, Lt. Comdr, McKAUGE, RANVR

Beach Party 4, NBC "3", RAN

78.1.82 GREEN Beach Party, Sub. Lieut. ATCHISON, RANR

Beach Party 5, NBC "B', RAN

JHITE Beach Party, Sub. Lieut. WILLSALLIN, RANR

Beach Farty 6, NBC "B", RAN

78.1.84 YEILLOV 3each Party, Lieutenant RICHARDS, RANR

Beach Farty 7, NSC "3'", RAN

78.1.85 Beach Party No. 10, Lieutenant MEYERS

2 BTl
to Resupply and Heturning Convoys
78.1.99

C. PLANNING, REHSARSAL, alD PRE-ASSAULT PHASE.

1. The operation for the capture of BRUNEt( BAY was planned and mounted
at MOROTAI. It was one of a series of operations directed at the re-
occupation of BORNEO.
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Vice Admiral Daniel K. Bai3sY, U.S. Navy, Commander SuVehTH Amphibious
Force, was the Task Force Commander for all of the BORNEO operations.

dear Admiral Forrest B. ROYAL, Commander Amphibious Group SIX, com-
manded the amphibious forces involved in the 3iUWZI BAY operation and

was the Naval commander in direct command of the operation. The Land-
inz Force, composed of the 20th and 24th Australian Srizade Groups of

the 9th Australian Division, was commanded by kajor General G. F. .WOOTTEN,
AIF, who was under the command of Lieutenant General Sir Leslie MORSHSAD,
General Officer Commanding, I Australian Corps. Air Vice Marshal BOSTOCK,
RAAF, commanded the allied air forces involved, Rear Admiral Russell
BERKSY commanded the Cruiser Covering Force which supported the operation
and provided naval gunfire to cover the landings.

Planning for the operation commenced at MOROTAI on 2 May 1945. Immedi-
ately after the landing at TiARaKaN, on 1 May 1945, Commander R. L.
LAVPNAN, U.Ss Navy, Planning Officer on the staff of Commander Amphibious
Group SI4, flew from TARAKAN to MOROTAI, He was followed the next day
by Captain Hamilton HAINS, U.S. Navy, the Operations Officer. Intimate
liaison was maintained between the staffs of the Naval and Army Comman-
ders throughout the planning stage.

The operation was originally plamned for a ZEBRA Day of 23 May. Certain
elements of the 9th Australian Division were not ready at the staging
area when planning began, and it soon became evident that they would not
arrive until at least a week too late to permit meeting the projected
date, MNeanwhile, loading and training schedule and loading plans had
been formulated. The inability to assemble all of the troops, equipment
and supplies which it was desired to take forward by the date initially
specified made it necessary to delay the entire operation. This delay
entailed radical changes in the loading and movement plans, which changes
were made without too much difficulty. In view of the fact that a delay
of 17 days had become necessary, and in order not to hold shipping idle
for that long a period, as much shippinz as practicable was released to
Commander SEVSNTH Amphibious Force and was later replaced by similar
shipping which became available upon completion of the re-supply echelons
to TARAKAN. Much of the loading was accomplished in increments. Such
equipment and stores as were available were loaded as early as possible
even though in some cases this necessitated its remaining for several
weeks in the ships. This eased the loading situation at the end of the
loading period. The loading facilities at LOROTAI are very limited and
had this piecemeal loading not been undertaken, there might have been
considerable difficulty in meeting the scheduled date.
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It became apparent at the start that this operation would involve so
many of the qualities of a very large landing, all on a reduced scale,
that it would be necessary to greatly divide responsibility and dele-
gate authority to several junior commanders., Six landing obeaches were
selected, which would accomodate various types of landing craft. After
careful study of the hydrographic features of the beaches and the cap-
abilities of the landing craft available, final decicsion was made to
land initially on three of the selected beaches. The landin, beaches
selectsd werz: (1) 320N Beach on Li3UAN ISLANL, extending from
VICTORIA TO/WN to RAMSAY FOINT, a distance of about 1200 yards; (2)
WHITE Beach on LMUAtA ISLAND, extending from SAPO PUINT approximately
1000 yards to the northward; and (3) GREEN Beach, lying about one mile
to the eastward of BRUNLI SLUFF and extending approximately 500 yards.
The landinzs on BRO./N and HITE Beaches were to be made usingz LVTs and
that on GREEN Beach with LCVPs.

Since BRO.JN Beach is nearly 20 miles from .HITE and GREEN Beaches, it

was decided to have two separate Assault Units and have the Attack Group
Commander exercise over-all control while permittins the Assault Unit
Commanders to conduct the landings in their respective areas. It also
necessitated a division of control of Support .ir and Naval Gunfire.
Fighter Direction throughout the entire area was retained in one ship.
NASHVILLE controlled Air Support and Naval Gunfire in the southern sec-
tor and ROCKY LIOULT controlled them in the northern area. It was planned
initially that RCCKY LOUNT would control Fighter Direction, but a casu-
alty to her air search radar shortly before departing KOROTAI made it
necessary to assizn that control to another ship. SPENJ:ZR was designated.
This division of control was quite satisfactory and no serious difficul-
ties were encountered,

The landings on BRO.N and GREEN Beaches were normal landings with no
unusual features involved. At BROWN 3each the support craft made a
preliminary run firing rockets, about one hour before the landing, and
a second run while leading in the first assault wave. At GRUEN Beach
the only run made by the support craft was the one made while leading
the assault waves to the beach. The locations of shoals and channels

in the vicinity of JHITE Beach made it impossible to conduct the landing
in a normal manner. Extending out from the beach for a distance of
approximately 2000 yards there was a long flat under-water shelf over
which the depth of water varied from about twelve feet to two feet,
hence it was impossible to have the support craft lead the first assault
wave to the beach. To the southward of MUARA ISLAND there is a fairly
deep water channel., It has sufficient width to permit passage of the
support craft in formation for their rocket and gunfire bombardment.

24
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(continued)

Directly west of SAPO PCINT, lying at approximately right anglss to
WHITE Beach anc extending for a distance of about 1000 yards, there is
an area containing several piers. This area was designated RED Beach
and its extreme right flank approximately joined the extreme left
flank of WHITE Beach. In order to make possible a rocket and gunfire
barrage from the support craft it was necessary to have the support
craft make their run at right angles to the boat lane and expend their
barrage down the length of ‘HITE Beacn. In effect, this amounted to
laying their barrage behind RED Beach. The naval gunfire support ships
covering the 'HITE Beach landing had to take station approximately Lé
miles to the north of the landing beach. These enforced geographical
positions imposed the necessity for a very accurate timing of all the
events leading up to the landing, since the naval gunfire was coming
from the north, the support craft were firing from the south, and the
assault waves were approaching. from the east. Also, it was believed
that with normal wind conditions the smoke and dust .from the landing
beaches would very nearly obscure the positions of the leading waves
when they neared the beach. It was not possible for the guide craft in
the LCI or LCVP to approach closer than about 500 yards before they
grounded, and the LVT waves had to proceed through that final stretch
unescorted. In view of the fact that the only other suitable landing
area in the vicinity was RED Beach, and since that beach was rather
effectively blocked by piers and fish traps, it was decided to accept
the difficulties of timing and land on ./HITE Beach.

The amount of naval gunfire provided was adequate for the destruction
of any possible enemy instzllations. Intelligence did not indicate
that the enemy had constructed any material beach defenses, nor was
there any indication that he intended tc defend his beach. There was
no information which would suggest the erection of beach obstacles.
The only rumor which indicated the possibility of mines was derived
from one native whose credibility was questionable. He stated that
the Japs had a barbed wire fence about 200 yards inshore of 3RO.IN
Beach and that no one was permitted to go outside of that fence. Sub-
sequent investigations by the Underwater Demolition Teams proved the
indications given by this informant were misinterpreted; there were no
mines, there was no fence, and there were no obstacles. '/hile it may
appear that with no beach defenses the amount of ammunition expended
was excessive, it is not so considered because it effectively prevented
any opposition being met until the assault troops were well inland.
The only casualties sustained by the assault troops in this landing
were those accidentally inflicted by own forces.
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Immediately after the timed waves had landed, the "on call" waves,
carrying equipment and supplies were beached and general unloading was
commenced immediately. The beach conditions were approximately as had
been expected, and no untoward difficulties were encountered. The
first group of ships to be unloaded were delayed 24 hours beyond the
planned sailing time due primarily to the strong desire not to commit
causeways for unloading LSTs. It was believed that the 24-hour delay
was acceptable, since by accepting it, it was unnecessary to launch
causeways which were vitally needed in other areas.

Each of the two brigades to be landed in this operation were composed

of three infantry battalions and one cavalry commando squadron. The
third brigade of the division had already been committed at TARAKAN,
hence no division reserve was immediately available to the landing force
commander. In order to provide a division reserve, one infantry bat-
talion of the 24th Brigade, elements of the Cavalry Commando Squadron

of the 20th Brigade, together with a small unit of tanks, artillery and
a light AA section, were held out. Since the probable landing places
for the division reserve were numerous and included all of the six
originally designated color beaches and several other contingent locali-
ties in the area, it was necessary to handle this reserve as a separate
task unit. The reserve was loaded into the shipping of the reserve unit
in such a manner that it could be landed behind either of the two as-
sault brigades or it could be landed in assault on other beaches. Plans
for landing under either condition were prepared by the Reserve Unit
Commander. Actually the reserve was not committed until ZZ3BRA plus
SEVEN Day, at which time the infantry battalion was landed at WESTON,
seven miles up the PADAS RIVZER.

The difficulties imposed by the complicated timing necessarily indicated
the desirability for extensive rehearsal. The various units involved

in the operation undertook to conduct separate training exercises,
utilizing all the facilities which would be available at the objective
in order to insure their complete and proper functioning. Support Air
conducted a very thorough communication drill with air-borne planes

and air observers, and with the support air teams manning all of their
stations in the command ship. These exercises were continued until
Commander Support Air was satisfied that all concerned understood their
jobs and were thoroughly capable of performing them. Similarly, com-
munication exercises with the beachmaster teams, the control craft,
support craft, fire support liaison and observation communication sec-
tions were conducted prior to the main rehearsals. Over a period of
about five days the support craft were exercised daily in the perform-
ance of their functions in order to perfect their timing and coordina-
tion. That these exercises paid for themselves is well recognized since
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(continued)

the timing and coordination at the objective was well-nigh perfect.
The MOROTAI area does not lend itself well to conducting an amphibious
rehearsal, since there are no beaches which are not blocked off-shore
by continuous coral reefs, and there are few areas shallow enough to
permit the anchoring of the control craft or the ships in the transport
area. It was necessary, therefore, to establish simulated beaches in
the vicinity of islands in the harbor anchorage. The Port Director,
MOROTAI, was very helpful and cooperative in clearing shipping from
areas required for exercises. These beaches were indicated by a line
of buoys. The exercises on WHITE and GREEN Beach were- conducted on 31
May, and numerous deficiencies were noted in the manner of execution.
The exercises were re-run the same day several times with the result
that at the completion of the last exercises satisfactory performance
had been obtained. The rehearsal for BROWN Beach was conducted the
following day, 1 June, and again numerous difficulties and insuffi-
ciencies were noted which necessitated the re-running of the primary
assault waves.

Throughout the loading and planning period all ships attached to the
Task Group were given opportunity to conduct anti-aircraft training,
and the destroyers of the screen, in addition, were given opportunity
to conduct tactical exercises and surface firing practices.
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(A1l times are Minus NINE (ITEM) Zone)
(A11 dates are east longitude date)

1945 - ZEBRA minus ONE Day.

Clear until sunrise with cirrus then forming and increasing to broken
by early afternoon and remaining broken to overcast for remainder of
period. Scattered cumulus in afternoon. Wind moderate southeasterly
becoming gentle variable by sunrise, gentlenorthwesterly by noon. Sea
smooth with little or no swell, Visibility unrestricted.

Cruiser Covering Group and Minesweeping Unit of TG 78,1 were already
present at BRUNZI BAY conducting operations.,

CTG 78.1 underway in U.53.S. RCCKY MOUNT (AGC 3) with main assault
echelon in cruising disposition 6-CS, course 246 T, speed seven knots
in position 07933.5' North Latitude, 116°37' East Longitude,

Changed fleet course and axis to 223° T,

"TLLOUGHBY (AGP 9) left station to aid broken-down PT boat,

Four FT boats detached from formation and sent on ahead to commence
operations at objective,

Fleet course and axis changed to 220° T and speed increased to 7.5 knots,
HMAS BARCOO, 6 LCTs, and 44 LCMs departed BALABAC ISLAND,
WILLOUGHBY (AGF 9) rejoined formation,

Fleet course and axis changed to 215° T and speed increased to 8 knots,

BCIST (CL 47) with General Douglas MacARTHUR (CinC SWPA) aboard,
escorted by the KILLEN (DD 593) and GRANT (DD 649), joined the formation
and took position astern,

KILIEN (DD 593) and GRANT (DD 649) fueled from WINCOSKI,
PT patrols began at the objective area with negative results,
Signal to form the Approach Formation was executed,

ALBERT T. HARRIS (DE 447) transferred a radar technician from the
ROCKY MOUNT to the LST 640 by breeches buoy to repair the latter's radar,

Fleet course and axis changed to 190° T.

Contact established with TG 74.3 by radio,
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9 June 1945 - ZEBRA minus ONE Day, (continued)

2130 - Fleet course and axis changed to 171° T,

2130 = CTG 743 reported 35 more mines had been swept at the objective, making
a total of 69 to date, Hydrographic work had continued successfully
with the planting of the remainder of the navigational buoys. UDT 11
finished reconnaissance and survey of all the Beaches,

10 June 1945 - ZEBRA Day,

High overcast, Scattered cumulus during the day with scattered showers
over nearby land in the afternoon., Wind light variable., Sea smooth,
Visibility unrestricted,

Fleet course and axis changed to 128° T,

Speed was slowed to six knots,

Interval was closed to 500 yards.

Fleet course and axis changed to 125° 1175

Fleet course and axis changed to 120° T,

Speed was increased to eight knots,

Signal was executed to "DZPLOY". Assault Unit Commanders took charge
of their units and proceeded as previously directed. IST 473 and
WINOOSKI (AO 38) proceeded to assigned anchorages in Area ZEBiA.
Reserve Unit (TU 78,1.,20) proceeded to assigned anchorages in
Anchorage Area SUGAR, ROCKY MOUNT (AGC 3), ACHILLES (ARL 41), FP 47,
PCE(R) 849, ICI 635, and PINTO (ATF 90) proceeded to assigned berths
in Transport Area SUGAR and LST Area FIVE. PINTO (ATF 90) reported
to CTU 78,1.16 and ATR 61 reported to CTU 78.1.18, The PHILIP (DD 498)
was left at Point DENVER to serve as radar picket,

Fleet course and axis changed to 089° T,

Fleet course and axis changed to 347° T,

Fleet course and axis changed to 3320 e

RCCKY MOUNT (AGC 3) anchored in Berth FIVE, Transport Area SUGAR, Only
the assault landing on BRO"N Beach could be witnessed visually by CTG
78.1. Information on GREZN and WHITE Beaches was received by dispatch.

CTU 78.1.16 ordered the BRO"N Assault Unit to take assigned stations in
LST Transport Area FIVE,

i
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10 June 1945 - ZEBRA Day (continued),

0618 - MANOORA, TITANIA, and WESTRALIA were observed to be on station in
Transport Area SUGAR in the dim morning light,

0620 - Boat left flagship with Control Officers for FC 1120,
Two P-61s ordered on station as dawn patrol,
The hulk of a Japanese freighter was observed off BROVN Beach,
Enemy plane on course 350° came over transport area and dropped bomb,
but no damage or casualties were observed, The bomb was dropped
between TITANIA and an LST about 500 yards from the Attack Group
flagship., Plane was a Japanese twin-engined NICK .
Flash RED, control GREEN,
Bogey on course Q20°, 17 miles. CAP sent to intercept,
Bogey bearing 2L5°, 15 miles,
Bogey bearing 250°, 24 miles.,
At first light, all ships meking assault landing on BROWN Beach were
observed anchored on proper stations in transport area except LCI(M)
362 which had been detached at ZAMBOANGA from the echelon for repairs
anc LCI(D) 228 which had never sailed from MOROTAI because of damaged
propellers,
Sunrise,
Bogey opened, on course 24,5°, 35 miles distant,

MANCORA lowered boats, troops were boated, and boats stcod by,

Bogey reported by SIENCER (CGC 36) on course 3[400 over LABUAN ISLAND,

o
A second bogey reported by MANCORA on course 140 ,

Bogey reported bearing 355°, 15 miles distamt, closing,

Cs 732 and 698 and PC 1120 were observed moving up to Line of
Departure,

Support craft observed moving up to Line of Departure,
~ Line of Departure established for GRELN and WHITE Beaches,

- SPENCER (CGC 36) reported a two-engine bomber, 18 miles distant,
bearing 2650, 30

]
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10 June 1945 - ZEBRA Day (contimnued),

0730 -
0731 -
0733 =
0736 -
U789.=
0742 -
o745 -
0747 -
0749 -
0750 -

0750

0800 -
0805 -
0807 -
0810 -
0812 -
0815 -
0817 -
0817 -
0817 -

CART®? HALL (LSD 3) started launching LCMs in LST Area FIVE.

CAF vectored to intercept bogey,

Line of Departure established for BRON Beach,

Support craft were observed on station, forward of Line of Departure.
LST 585 started launching LVTs,

LSTs 640, 637, and 1025 started launching LVTs,

PC 1120 made time check.

CTU 78.1.17 confirmed ability to meet JIG and HON Hours,

BCISL (CL 47) reported on station in Area MIKE,

Order was given by CTU 78.1.18 to Land the Landing Force on WHITE
and GREEN Beaches.,

CARTER HALL (LSD 3) under way from LST Transport Area FIVE off BRCWN
Beach for YHITE Beach to launch her three remaining LCMs off that
Beach,

Flash WHITE, control GREEN,

Support craft started first run on BRCWN Beach,

Naval gunfire commenced.

Support craft opened fire on BRCWN Beach,

CTU 78.1.16 confirmed ability to meet DOG Hour of 0915 on BROWN Beach.,

1CSs, having completed their run, retracted from BROVN Beach,

Fourteen B-24s approached the target area,

Bogey reported bearing 220°, 25 miles distant. CAP sent out to investigate.

Flash BLUE, control GREEN,
A1l landing craft for the assault on WHITE Beach had been launched.

0818 - Bogey reported by SFENCER (CGC 36) bearing 250°, 20 wiles from Point SARAH.

31
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0822 -
0824
0830

0830
0840

0840
0840
0841

0845 -
0846 -
0848 -
0850 -

0851 -
0854 -
0855 ~

0856 -
0859 -
0859 -
0900 -

PBY plane landed near ROCKY MOUNT. Boat sent out to meet it,

Bogey reported by CIC at 25 miles, CAF sent out to investigate,

CTU 78.1.18 reported that the support craft had completed their first
run on "HITE Beach,

Bogey reported at 0824 was "splashed", Flash #HITE, control GREEN.

Lieutenant General MCRSHEAD, General Officer Commanding, lst Australian
Corps, and Air Vice Marshal BOSTCCK of the RAAF came aboard,

CTU 78.1.17 reported landing craft on station off GREEN Beach,
BROVN T"C waves were ordered back from the Line of Departure.

CTU 78.1.41 reported support craft on station for second run on BROWN
Beach,

First wave was dispatched to BROWN Beach,
Fourteen B-24s made a strike on BROWN Beach,
Second wave dispatched to BROVN Beach,

CSF reported three squadrons of B-24s made a strike in Area CHARLIE and
one squadron of B-24s made a strike in Area BAKER on HAMILTON POINT.

Third wave dispatched to BROWN Beach,
Fourth wave dispatched to BROWN Beach,

Japanese opened fire on our beachhead from the beached hulk of the
Japanese freighter,

First wave dispatched to VHITE Beach,

ICIs of seventh wave closed the Line of Departure,
Second wave dispatched to VHITE Beach,

Bomb strike made in Area CHARLIE,

Secured from General Quarters,

A rocket barrage laid by LCI(R) support craft,
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0905 = Third wave dispatched to "HITZ Beach,

0906 - Adrcraft dropped white flares, signifying first wave was 500 yards
from BRCN Beach,

0906 - First wave was dispatched to GREEN Beach,

0907 - LCIs shot red smoke signals, signifyins first waves were 500 yards from
BROYN Beach., Naval guntire was shifted inland,

0909 - Second wave dispatched to GRFEN Beach.

0912 - Fifth wave dispatched to BRU!N Beach,

0912 - Third wave dispatched to GRUEN Beach,

0914 - LVTs of first wave landed on BRCYN ONE Beach,

0915 - First wave landed on GREEN Beach on schedule,

0915 - Bomb strike made in Area CHARLIZ, behind beach on LABUAN ISLAND.
0915:35 - LVTs of first wave landed on BRUWN TV Beach.

0916 - First wave landec on "HITZ Beach, one minute late,

0917 - Second wave landed on BRO™N Beach,

0917 - Fourth wave dispatched to GRELN Beach,

0917:20 - Second wave landed on BROYN TWO Beach,

0918 - A "FRANCIS" was reported bearing 240° T, distance & miles.,
Flash RED, control GRIZEN,

0918 - Sixth wave dispatched to BRUWN Beach.
0918 -~ Second wave landed on 'HITE Beach,
0918 - Second wave landed on GRuEN Beach,
0919 - Third wave landed on BHUN CNu Beach,
0920 - Third wave landed on BRO"M TV/O Beach.
0921 - Fourth wave landed on BRCWN ONE Beach,
0921 - Third wave landed on GREEN Beach,
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0922
0924
0924
0925

0926:
0927
0928
0930
0930

0930

0932
0932
0933

-

Flasi. BIUZ, control GRLZN,
"ave three landed on WHITE Beach,
Fourth wave landed on BRO'/N T'O Beach,

ICI 955 and LCI 749 were ordered to remain on station until further
notice,

30 - Fifth wave landed on BRO'N T"U Beach,

Fifth wave landed on BRC!N CNE Beach,
All IVTs but one landed on WHITL Beach,
Bomb strike reported in Area CHARLIE,

LST Beaching Officer landed on BROWN Beach and reported no incidents and
that hydrographic survey was being made,

Commanding Officer of 20th Brigade reported that WHITE Beach was
captured with no opposition,

Fourth wave landed on GRREN Beach,
A1l waves had been landed on "HITD Beach and it was reported captured,

3ixth wave landed on BRC'N CNE Beach,

:30 - Cixth wave landed on BRU.N TWO Beach.

Secured from General quarters., Flash BLUZ, control GREEN,
Seventh wave dispatched to BROJN Beach,

LCI 749 beached in slot 10 on BROWN Beach TNO, LCI 955 beached in
slot 1 on BROWN Beach ONE,

CTU 78.1.16 directed control officer to send eighth wave to BiOWN Beach.
Eighth wave dispatched to BROUN Beach,

Seventh wave of LCI(L)s 749 and 965 landed on BRCWN Beach,

Bomb strike in Area CHARLIE,

LSM 237 beached on GRIEN Beach in assigned slot,
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1001 -
1003 -
1004
1004
1005

1010

1028

1043 -
1047 -
1048 -

1052 -

1053 -
1055 -
1058 -
1059 -
1100 -
1ol -
1103 -

1noy -

1106 -

First four waves on BRUWN Beach directed to secure and return to ships,
GREEN Beach was reported captured,

ICI 749 unloaded on BROWN Beach TVO,

Eighth wave landed on BRCUVN Beach,

ICI 749 retracted from BROWN Beach TVO,

All troops have landed on GREEN Bezch without opposition. Beach
conditions were reported to be excellent,

LCI 955 finished unloading on BiCVN TWO Beach.
Ninth wave dispatched to BROWN Beach,
LCS 56 was directed to withdraw seaward of LST 359 off BROWN Beache

Eleventh Wave dispatched to BRUWN Beach (The tenth wave of LCI(L)s was
on call),

Admiral ROYAL accompanied by Lt. General MORSHZAD and Air Vice Marshal
BOSTCCK left flagship for BOISE (CL 47).

Twelfth wave dispatched to BRCWN Beach,

CAP of six Beaufighters relieved by three P-38s,
Ninth wave landed on BRON ONC Beach,

Ninth wave landed on BROWN T:O Beach.
Anti-submarine plane (HOMI/AdD 61) went on patrol,
Eleventh wave landed on BROWN ONE,

Eleventh wave landea on BROWN TWO.

Brigadier FORTER assumed command of his troops ashore (24th Brigade), -
on LABUAN ISLAND,

Twelfth wave landed on BROWN ONE and TVO,

General of the Army MacARTHUR, CinC SiiPA, embarked in an ICVF with
Admiral ROYAL, Lt. General MORSHE.D, ana General KeNNGY and went in
to inspect LaBUAN ISLAND beaches. They were escorted by two PTs,
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1130 -

1134
1141

LSMs 50 and 65 observed on BROWN Beach ONs. LSMs 53 and 64 observed on
beach about on line dividing BRCWVN ONi and TWO Beaches,

Flash WHITE, comtrol GRrEN.

PBM (RAN) reported that the left-hand extremity of BROWN ONE Beach was
unsatisfactory for LSMs,

Rear Admiral ROYAL returned on board ROCKY I4OUNT,

The I‘ollowing LS\Ms were on BROUN Beach: 52, 53, 63, and 64.
LSM 52 retracted,

Six Beaufighters dropped bombs on PAPAR BRIDGL near JuSSELTCN.

CTU 78.1.17 reported landing of YELLOY reserves in 5 waves on GR:&N
Beach completed,

Line of Departure for GRFLN and "HITE Beaches was dissolved by CTU
7801017.

CART®R HALL (LSD 3) returned from VHITE Beach to Transport Area SUGAR,
L3} 52 beached on BROWII Beach.
LSM 64 retracted from BROYN Beach.

DCUSLAS A. MUNRO (DE 422) located wreck of SALUTE (AM 294) which sunk at
082300 after hitting Japanese contact mine the afternoon of that day.

L3M 53 retracted from BRO'N Beach.
SM 65 beached on BRCN Beach,

LSM 51 beached on BRC'WN Beach,

MANOORA, 'WESTRALIA, TITANIA ordered to close beach in order to expedite
unloading,

LSMs 65, 52, 63, and 51 retracted from BRO!N Beach,

LSM 65 beached on BRO!/N Beach,

Twelve DUK's at Line of Departure, awaiting orders to go to BRC/N Beach,
LSM 51 beached on BRO%N Beach.

CAP was relieved by four P-38s,

-30-
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1330 - Captain P, F. DUGAN, Chief of Staff, left flagship for tour of
inspection of beaches,

1331 - Lieutenant General MORSH-AD, %C, lst Australian Corps, and Air Vice
Marshal BCSTCCK, ACC RaiF, came aboard RCCKY MOUNT after inspecting
beaches with General of the Army MacARTHUR, who returned to the BOISE.

1334 - LSM 50 beached on BRUI'N Beach,

1336 - LSM 128 beached on 3R0"N Beach,

1345 - First wave of twelve DUi's dispatched to BROVN Beach,

1400 - Line of Departure for BROVN Beach was dissolved, SCs were ordered to
report to Sereen Commander and PC 1120 was ordered to close beach to
control small boat traffic,

1405 - A press party from MANILA arrived aboard the R0CKY LOUNT,

1421 - LSM 65 retracted from BRCWN Beach.,

1427 - IST 640 beached on BRC'/N Beach,

The DUKYW wave landed on BRC'WN Beach t o help in unloading LSMs,

PHILIP (DD 498) was relieved by CALDWELL (DD 605) at Point DENVER as
radar picket ship and proceeded to station at X-22,

LST 560 beached on BRCWN Beach,

Availability was given to LCI 985 to repair leak in gear box,
LST 591 beached on BR(™N Beach.

L5Ts 638 and 941 launched pontoon barges,

IST 619 beached on BRC'N Beach,

IST 595 beached on BRC"MN Beach,

Commander 20th Australian Infantry Brigade, Brigadier JINDEY&iR, assumed
command of his troops ashore, "HITE, GXTLN, and YuLLOY Beaches,

ST 1025 beached on B2CVN Beach,

CTU 78.1.37 in LCI 778 reported back to CTG 78,1 with his Unit in
compliznce with orders from CTG 74.3. Cuties on GRYEN Beach were
coupleted.

I
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1633 - LST 637 beached,

1640 - Captain Paul F, DUGAN, Chief of Staff, returned from tour of inspection
of beachhead, Visits were made to Beach Group Commander, Headquarters
Beach Party No. 10, 24th Brigade Headquarters (Brigadier PORTER),
Captain HUDSCN (CTU 78.1.1), and Prineipal Beachmaster., He reported on
beach conditions to the Admiral,

Major General "OOTTEN, GOC, 9th Aust Div, and his Staff disembarked from
the ROCKY MOUNT (AGC 3) to set up headquarters ashore,

LST 709 beached on BROWN Beach,

LST 941 beached on BRCUN Beach.,

LST 585 beached on BRCOWN Beach,

LCS support craft supported troop movement west of VICTCRIA TOUN,

A landing was made on HAMILTON PENINSULA by 2/11th Cavalry Commando,

ROCKY MOUNT (AGC 3) underway for anchorage arca TARE in center of
BRUNEI BAY,

A recapitulation of the LSTs on BROWN Beach and the times they had
beached follows, Six more LSTs beached by midnight.

LST 640 - 1427 LST 637 - 1633
LST 560 - 1458 L3T 709 - 1700
LST 591 - 1522 L3T 941 - 1705
LST 616 - 1530 LST 585 -~ 1708
LST 595 - 1532 LST 638 - 1737
LST 1025 - 1606

A report of additional minesweeping was made by CTU 78.1.5. Three more
mines had been swept in Area B:NJO, The SATIN LEAF (AN 43) had planted
an obstruction buoy over the wreck of the SALUTL (AM 294). ANSON
PASSACE channel had been buoyed by the HMAS LACHLAN, (CTU 78.1.3 had
sent the LCS(L) 47 to sink the three mines swert by the LCVFs in Area

BANJO,

Andhored in berth 120 in Area TARE. Until the ROCKY MOUNT (AGC 3) return-
ed to VICTCRIA HARBOR anchorage there was no more visual sighting of
events,

Commanding General 9th Australian Division assumed command ashore,

CTG 78,1 directed CTU 78.1.18 to have all his ships thet could reach
Anchorage Area TARE by 2000 to proceed there,
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HMAS MANOORA, WeSTRALIA, bANIMBLA, TITANIA (AKA 13), CART:3 HALL

(LSD 3), the five AFDs, L3Ms 50, 51, 52, 53, 128, 138, 63, 64, 65,237

67, 168, 219, 225, 203, LCI(L)s 636, 701, 702, 703, Til, 745, Th6, 71;5’, and
955 were all unloaded on ZEBRA Day,

11 June 1945 - ZEBRA Flus ONT Day.

1118 -

1200 -

High broken to overcast., OScattered to broken cumulus with rain sghowers,
mostly over land, in afternoon and evening. 'Wind gentle variable., Sea
smooth, Visibility unrestricted,

CTU 78.1.16 and CTU 78.1.17, hssault Unit Commanders were directed to
move units as required to unloading stations. Other units not pre-
viously issued orders were to remain in present berths until otherwise

directed.

HMAS HAWKESBURY, ATA 184, and WALLER (DD 466) plus SAUFIEY (DD 465)
escorting slow tow convoy rendezvoused near BALABLC STRAITS.

Lieutenant General MORSH- 4D and Admiral ROYAL left the ship and went
aboard the BOI3Z (CL 47) to make an inspection trip to BROCKZTUN,
MUARA, and BRUNKI BIUFF Beaches with General of the Army Douglas A,
MAC ARTHUR (CinC SWFA), FPCE(R) 849 was given permission to accompany
the BOISZ (CL 47).

Reinforcement Lchelon arrived BRUNEI BAY and the ships were ordered to
proceed to assigned berths., In this convoy were CTU 78.1.19, OIC in

LST 614, plus LSTs 590, 613, 626, 697, 742, Th3, 993, 1027, 1035,

LCI(L)s 544, 577, 661, 662, 753, 960, 1019, 1060, FS 178, merciunt ships
HILIN LCDJE5Ka, ALFRED LUNT, SIMON BAMBERGER, DWIGHT 1OCDY, ROBoKT GRIZR,
escorted by ComDesRon 14 in FRAZILR (DD 607), BAILIY (DD 492), DUFILHC
(DE 423), and CH.RIES E. BRANNON (DE 446),

CTU 78.1.16 orderea all ships' crews to assist the unloading in order for
all ships to retract at high tide of the same day,

Tchelon consisting of HMAS 3ARCCO, OTC, plus LCTs 1310, 1312, 1314,
1317, 1319, and 1331, plus 44 LCMs, arrived BRUNLI BaY from BALABAC.
The LCTs and LCMs were directed to report to CTU 78.1.16 on BRUWN Beach,

HMAS BARCOO reported for duty and was assigned screening station by
Chulfite 158

Minesweeping operations of the greater part of Area VIOLIN produced
negative results, but much damage to sweep gear,

COFER (APD 62) left for TAWITAWI,
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1205
1206
1212
1216
1218

1233

1240

1246

113

Bogey reported by SPZNCER (CGC 36) bearing 215° T, 18 miles,
Flash RED, control GREEN,

Flash BLUE, control GREEN,

Flash "'HITE, control GRLLN,

CLEVELAND (CL 55), escorted by HART (DD 594) and METCALF (DD 595), stood
in after being detached from TG 74.2,

LCI(M) 362 was released by CTG 78.1 to operational control of CTF 78 at
ZANBCANGA for further orders,

KILLEN (DD 593) and ALBERT 1/, GRANT (LD 649) reported to the BOISE
(CL 47) as escorts,

Lieutenant General MORSH AD, Admiral RUYAL, and Air Vice Marshal BOSTCCK
returned aboard the flagship,

General of the Armmy Douglas MacARTHUR sent congratulatory message to
everyone concerned in the BRUNEI BAY operation for a flawless per=
formance,

LCI(R) 72 and 1CS(L) 47 were orcered to deliver combat photographers to
the flagship at once,

Ships of CTF 74 fueled from WINCOSKI (AO 38).

CTG 78.1 recommended to GOC 9th Australian Division that loading of LVTs
to be returned on L3Ts to MOiOTAI be completed by 1500/I,

Air Vice Marshal BOSTCCK left the ship for MOROTAI in a FBY,

CTG 78.1 informed CTU 78.1,16, CTU 78.1.17, CTU 78.1.2 and McCALLA
(DD 488), EDWARDS (DD 619), JUBB (DE 707), DAY (DE 225), that the
first departing Echelon of Movement Crder No. A605-45 had been cancelled,

TU 78.1.91 departed BRUNEI BAY for MOROTAI consisting of Screen
Commander and OTC in FRAZIER (DD 607), plus BAILEY (DD 492), KLINE
(APD 120), escorting HMAS MANOORA, HMAS WELSTRALIA, HMAS KANIMBLA, and
ITT4NIA (AKA 13)., The latter four ships were to report to CTG 76.13,

CTG 78.1 requested two B-25s from FitCom 13 for cooperation with two
PT boats in vicinity MIRI on 14 June from 0800 to 1000,

CTU 78.1,16 was ordered to get all propulsion units from LST 638 and
LST 941 installed in barges as soon as possible,

P 1 o4
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1600 -

1637 -

GOC, 9th Australian Division, requested personnel embarkea in LuTs,
LSMs, and LCIs be put ashore BRU!N Beach as scon as possible,

PT patrols for night of 10 June reported strafing TUTONG, MIRI, Jikila,
KUALA ALLAIT, and LUTCNG and that Japs were setting fire to wells and
oil tanks at four last-named locations.,

PHILIF (DD 498), on radar picket station a=22, rescued members of an
Australian Army Scout Reconnaissance Team and took them to the RCCKY
I‘OUNT (AGC 3), from where they were transferred ashore to the Australian
Army, They had been scouting on the mainland when chased by Japs., The
plane supposed to pick them up had not arrived when the destroyer

picked them up from rubber beats,

CTU 78.1.,18 (Captain NANDES) was advised that he would be OTC of
TU 78.1.92 departing 12 June and to turn over detalls of navel control
in his area to CTU 78.1,13 prior 121200/I,

SMs 50, 168, 128, 138, and 219 were detailed to take empties from
NASHVILIE (CL 43), PHOENIL (CL 46), CONMER (DD 582), CHAGRMITE (DD 581),
and BELL (DD 587).

CTU 78.1.5 reported YM3 Unit in Area BA!JC had swept 25 more mines during
the day. Operations in Area CELLO, CHILES, VICLIN and TEINCA were all
negative,

A1l ships in Anchoirage Area TARE equipped to make smoke were orderea to
be prepared to do so if and when directed between 0600 and 0800,

CTF 78 directed CTG 78.1 to make 3200 barrels of diesel available to the
Australian Armmy from the INCCSKI (AO 38) for refueling their landing
craft,

CTG 78.1 directed attention of a!l ships present to SOPA Instructions,

By midnight, all ships and units rrevicusly assigned berts in Anchorage
Area TiRF, were assigned new berths in VICTCRIA HARBOUR with orders to
shift prior to noon the next day.

s 560, 58k, 591, 619, 640, 667, 751, 922, 585, 595, 696, and 709
vere unloaded on ZEBRA plus ONL Day.

12 June 1945 - ZGBRA Plus T.U Day.

High broken to overcast. Cumliform lower clouds very variable, from
none to broken. Showers during the day, mostly over nearby land.
"ind pentle varizble becoumdiny fresh southwesterly in evening due to
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nearby squalls, Sea smooth to slight., Visibility unrestricted
except lowered in showers,

CTG 72.2 at MOROTaIl was requested to make preparstions to unload
L3Ms 50, 168, 128, 138, and 219 upon arrival 180700/I in order to
facilitate a quick turn-around to BRUNLI BAY,.

CTU 72.1,2 instructed screening vessels to coordinate their patrols,

SFTNCIR (CGC 36) proceeded to station FARGO as radar picket ship upon
being released by ComLSTFlot 15 (CTU 78.1.18).

Ma3 LaCHLAN and YMS 160 were assigned berths in VICTuida H:R30R to
facilitate hydro;raphic work each day.

HMAS BARCOC ordered to relieve BANC!CFT (LD 598) on Station W-9, who
then relieved FEILIF (DD 498) as radar picket on svation £-:2,

Al ships warned to keep clear of seaplane mcoring buoys laid in the
center of berths 37 and 47,

CTU 78.1,.6 notified CTJ 78.1 that wooden beacon with black and red
flags had been established for Harbor Shoal,

ROCKY LOUNT (A3C 3) got underway for Berth 61 in VICTCiIA HaxBCd,

Ships of Reinforcement Unit (CTU 7€,1.19) moved to assigned bertis in
VICTCRIA HARXi and reported to CTU 78.1.16 for unloading instructions,

Lieutenant General MO20H!. L, GOC lst hustralian Corps, and Rear Admiral
ROVAL left the ship to confer ashore with Major General WOUIuN, GCC
9th sustralian Division,

ROCKY MOUNT anchored in Berth 61,

Ships not sailinz in TU 7S.1.92 began shiftin_ berths to those assigned
them in VICICRIA HARDOR.

JTU 78,1.16 and Staff trensferrad fran LST 640 to RCCHY LUUNT to permit
L3T 640 to sail., CIU 78,1.16 was also to be SEVINTH Amphibious Force
Representutive, BRIT I BAY, upon departure of CIG 78,1 (row the area,

ComLSTFlot 15 (CTU 72.,1.18) transferred his flag to L3T 57ke

CTU 78.1.,18 was relievecd of nuval control of VHITE=GRILN Beaches by
STV 78M1Iae

Control of air support was passed to mAAF,




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

COVFIDENT IAL PART II

CHRCNOLOZY

12 June 1945 - ZEBRA Plus T.U Day (continued).

1225 -
1245

1350

L5T 640 launched pontoon causeways,
Two LCMs reportec as ordered to LST 640,

Lieumenant General MC..SHR4D and Rear Admiral ROYAL returned aboard the
flagship,

TG 74.3 (Rear Admiral Russel F. BiRKEY) came aboard the flagship to
confer with CTG 78.1.

Two LCTs requested to unlcad pontoon gear from LST 696 and LST 640,
L3T 696 launched pontoon causeways,
Rear Admiral BERKZY left the ship.

CTU 78.1.13 reported all naval shipping clear of RkD-YELLOY/ Beach Area
except LCI 546.

1STs 640 and 696 unloaded Seabees and equipment for causeways into
1CTs,

FT patrols rerorted for night of 11-12 June still produced only slight
reaction from the enemy,

A causeway from L3T 640 (of two sections) was beached at BrRCUN T..0
Beach and one from LST 696 was taken to VICTCRI~ Town pier area,

CTG 74.1 (Commodore FARNCOMB) in HMAS HCBART with HMAS ARUNTA departed
BRUNEI BAY for TAITAWI,

ComL3TFlot 15, OTC of TU 78.1.92 in LST 574 departed BRUNEI BAY with
LSTS 560, 574, 584, 585, 591, 595, 619, 637, 638, 640, 696, 709, 751,
805, 922, 936<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>